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The Protection and Solutions to the Encroachment of Watershed Areas

in Petchburi Province

Mr. Weera Sriwatthanatrakoon*

Executive Summary

This individual study on the Protection and Solutions to the Poaching of Watershed Area in

Petchburi Province is undertaken with the objectives to investigate (1) the forms of direct and indirect

encroaching and poaching of watershed area, beaches and the sea which are taking place in Petchburi

Province; and (2) the effect of such activities; and (3) to find the ways to protect and solve the problem

of encroaching and poaching of river areas in a more systematic approach.

The results of this study suggest that the reasons there is an encroaching and poaching of the

watershed, beaches  and the sea areas which are recurring are due to various factors.  These include the

fact that Petchburi province is located in the most productive fishing areas both for fresh water, salt

water, and brackish water, especially Ban Laem District.  Ban Laem District is the district which generate

the ball shell.  In this district, the fishermen have developed and improved their fishing technology with

shell byssus which has led to the reduction of the scallop in the area.  Later, the Department of Fishery

has formulated a policy to promote the culture of scallop instead of the culture of shell byssus since

1949.

In 1952, Petchburi province declared on 8 September 1952 the types of scallop farming that are

allowed in the East Bangtaboon Town and West Bangtaboon Town, and Ban Laem District in Petchburi.

The areas for the culture was about 7,000 rais and there were about 451 farmers occupying about 6,915

rais in the designated area.  In 2007, Petchburi province had about 15,460 rais for the scallop farming in

the areas of Banlaem bay, Bangtaboon Town, Ban Laem District.  Currently, the number of farmers has

reduced to about 400 and the area has reduced to 2,188.70 rais.

Petchburi province has started to protect and solve the problems of encroaching and poaching of

watershed, beaches and sea areas by fining those who encroached the prohibited area or violated the

Article 117 or in the case of those who have the permit but then constructed some buildings which are

not permitted by law.  The fines are calculated according to the areas of the building for 500 baht/square

meter but no more than 10,000 baht/square meter.

In term of protection and solving the encroaching and poaching activities, this study finds that
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there must be a systematic approach to solve such problems. These include : 1) relevant policies

formulated should involve all parties concerned for sustainability; 2) natural resources management;

3) protection and solution management of encroaching and poaching problems

Other than legal measures, Petchburi province also encourage the use of people participation

approach in solving these problems or encroaching and poaching of watershed areas. This include the

establishment of the Petchburi River Conservation Club and the promotion of various campaign for

Petchburi conservation activities, the revitalization of Petchburi river, etc.  In addition, the local government

agencies and town and village heads (leaders) to communicate and disseminate the information about

related laws on encroachment of rivers as well as to develop some consciousness on natural resources

conservation to gain sustainable development.
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